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	California apricots should hit the market by the end of April after warm winter and spring weather led to an early crop. However, many trees have a lighter crop than normal due to having fewer chilling hours than necessary, which may influence pricing when the fruit is ready for market, reported The Produce News. Full Story

[bookmark: _GoBack]Blueberry markets are in transition as Florida and Chilean deals end and California and Georgia deals begin to accelerate. Florida blueberries are expected to be in ample supply and should last through the week of April 20th, and California production should begin to peak between May 1 and 4, reported The Packer. Full Story

Mexico will export 36 million boxes of mangos to the U.S. during second quarter 2015, according to Empacadoras de Mango de Exportacion. This represents about a 10% rise from last year's volumes during the same period at approximately 33 million boxes, reported The Produce News. Full Story

About 61 million bushels of fresh-market apples have yet to ship from the 2014-2015 crop, according to the U.S. Apple Association. This represents a 27% increase over last year. The 2015-2016 crop is running about two weeks ahead of schedule, reported The Packer. Full Story

Eastern U.S. poultry producers are bracing for the potential arrival of the avian flu outbreak affecting farmers in the Midwest. The fear is the virus is already somewhere undetected in the Atlantic Flyway and could spread this fall when wild ducks fly south for the winter. The Atlantic Flyway includes several of the country's top poultry producing states such as Georgia, the Carolinas, Virginia, Delaware and Maryland, reported Minneapolis Star Tribune. Full Story

Florida's stone crab population is dwindling. Only 1.9 million-lbs. of claws were landed in the 2013-2014 season, the lowest since the decrease started 15 years ago. The price for one pound of claws can run from $17 to $43 per pound due to tight supply, reported The Miami Herald. Full Story

California's 2014 table-type grape acreage totaled 121,000 acres with 110,000 bearing and 11,000 nonbearing acres. Raisin-type grapes totaled 192,000 acres with 190,000 bearing and 2,000 nonbearing. Flame seedless was the leading table-type grape variety while Thompson Seedless was the leading variety utilized for raisins, fresh market and concentrate, according to the California Department of Food and Agriculture. Full Story

Florida citrus officials made progress in establishing a federal program to promote orange juice without resolving two key issues. A federal marketing program would include a tax on imported orange juice, but any money a federal program collects could not be used to just promote Florida's orange juice brand. The other issues that the tax would be paid by the "importer of record," which could be the Florida processor purchasing the juice or a company at the country of origin, reported The Ledger. Full Story

NOAA removed gag grouper of the Gulf of Mexico and the North Atlantic albacore from its overfished list. The agency also is taking the Gulf of Maine haddock, the South Atlantic gag grouper, the western Atlantic Bluefin tuna, the snowy grouper of the South Atlantic coast and the jacks of the Gulf of Mexico stocks off of the overfishing list, reported The State. Full Story, Full Report
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